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The kitchen was a delicate balance between the 
couple’s varying styles. Zeller created an organic 
but sophisticated design by eliminating the 
upper cabinets in favor of two tall cabinets. The 
plaster finish softens the modern lines of the 
hood by Mudwerk, and the upholstery on the 
counter stools by Vanguard Furniture provides 
just enough color for the pattern-loving wife.
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TTRACI ZELLER HAD JUST STARTED REDESIGNING HER CLIENT’S BONUS ROOM 
when she got the call. “My client said, ‘Surprise! We bought a new home and we want you 
to help design it for us!’” laughs the designer. “Of course, I was on board.”

The homeowners wanted to build a custom home and had been looking for lots for 
quite some time. “We were looking at teardown lots that were $1 million plus, which 
seemed like a ridiculous amount to spend before even commencing construction, so we 
decided to switch gears,” says the homeowner. The couple landed on a spec home under 
construction in Myers Park. It was on nearly half an acre of land, which afforded the family 
the privacy they desired. 

The new home, which was designed by architectural designer Frank Smith, was a 
departure from the client’s previous residence, which was built by Simonini nearly two 
decades ago and featured more of an arts-and-crafts style of architecture and interior 
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“This close-knit family wanted a comfortable space 
where they could enjoy time together,” Zeller explains. 

The designer accomplished this with the addition 
of a comfy sectional by Vanguard Furniture and an 

ottoman to prop up tired feet. The reclaimed-wood 
beams are from a barn in the Midwest, sourced from 

Cope & Stick. The iron chair is by Arteriors. OPPOSITE: 
“The husband’s style leans more modern while the 

wife loves color and pattern,” Zeller says. “The foyer is a 
great example of how we mixed the two.” The lighting 
is by Visual Comfort, the sisal rug is by Fibreworks, and 

the benches are from Cotswold Marketplace.
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design. With this new home, the couple wanted to skew a 
touch more modern and timeless. “Our new home is much 
different. That’s the whole point in starting over, right?” she 
says. “We like to try new things.”

“We engaged Traci immediately,” she adds. “I knew 
this would be our forever home and wanted everything 
to be just right, from the plumbing to the window treat-
ments. And with Traci’s guidance, we made some signifi-
cant changes. While I may confidently know what I want 
in a floor plan or architectural details, I am lost when it 
comes to color and pattern coordinating.” The couple 
also enlisted Simonini to complete the build of the home, 
which included a variety of changes, most notably convert-
ing a small wet bar and unnecessary elevator shaft into a 

scullery. A laundry room that was initially at the front of 
the house became the wife’s office. And a drop zone was 
moved closer to the garage to accommodate the couple’s 
two teens who are in and out of the house often. “The fun-
damentals of the floor plan were there,” Zeller explains. “It 
just needed some tweaking.”

For Zeller, the interior design was a bit of a balancing 
act. “They definitely wanted this house to feel cleaner, 
fresher, brighter, and airier,” she says. “The husband defi-
nitely leans more modern, but the wife is very much about 
the color, pattern, and maybe even a little bit boho in all 
the best ways. It was a real dance between honoring this 
house’s architecture and design as well as marrying the 
couple’s differing styles so there was no disconnect.” 
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LEFT: The sliding doors in the living room open up to an expansive outdoor 
living space featuring a sofa by Lane Venture and chairs by RH. “We wanted 
the outdoor living space to feel like an actual room, comfortable and 
inviting,” Zeller says. 

RIGHT: This tucked away area between the kitchen and the dining room is 
perfect for both everyday use and entertaining. Zeller outfitted the space with 
custom cabinetry by Walker Woodworking and an antiqued-mirror backsplash 
for a dose of glamour. The sconces are by Visual Comfort.

Small but impactful tweaks to the interior architectural 
details allowed Zeller to seamlessly blend the husband and 
wife’s individual styles. “Maybe the moldings aren’t as stark 
as a purely modern house, but they’re not fussy, which is 
what we did here,” she says. “It’s about making it feel clean 
and relaxed; that’s where those styles can meet. Boho is 
relaxed, but modern is clean and not fussy. If you can meet 
in the middle, you can end up in a happy place. I really 
wanted it to be authentic to who they are as a couple. It’s 
not always easy and it requires both people being open to 
meeting in the middle, but I believe you can get somewhere 
where everyone is happy.”

That balance of aesthetics is most apparent in the kitchen. 
“This kitchen feels both organic and sophisticated. It’s really 
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The CR Laine bed upholstered in a 
stunning blue fabric by Hodsoll McKenzie 

balances the wife’s love of pattern and 
color with the serenity necessary in a 

primary suite. The lighting by Arteriors 
adds a dramatic statement to the space. 
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clean and modern but it has this soft, modern 
uniform,” she explains. “The plaster hood by 
Mudwerk is soft and blends right into the back-
splash and into the wood paneling above. By 
eliminating upper cabinets in favor of two tall 
cabinets, the kitchen still feels light and bright 
and not heavy, despite what people usually think 
of wood.” The upholstered fronts of the built-in 
cupboard/china cabinet are swathed in a vegan 
leather—“the pony texture is divine,” Zeller 
says—resulting in an elevated but soft look. The 
addition of the string pendants gives the room 
that organic but not overly fussy touch, while the 
color in the counter stools by Vanguard is just 
enough to make the pattern-loving wife happy.

The foyer is yet another space where Zeller 
perfected the coupling of two varying aesthetics, 
resulting in a clean, soft, modern look that both 
husband and wife love. The simple but organic 
modern architectural details like the tongue-and-
groove ceiling and wooden beam accents pair 
beautifully with the sisal rug by Fibreworks and 
the Visual Comfort lighting. The addition of the 
Oushak rug from the homeowners’ previous resi-
dence provides just the right amount of color and 
pattern to soften the entire aesthetic.

Though the home was a “pandemic project,” 
laughs Zeller, having been built throughout 
all of 2020 with all of its construction delays 
and setbacks, the result is a house that both 
husband and wife love inside and out. “Traci 
made everything easy and seamless,” says the 
homeowner. “She and I absolutely have different 
design aesthetic preferences, but she confidently 
embraced my vision yet pushed me out of my 
comfort zone to try something I might not have 
initially gravitated toward or considered.” u

TOP: Zeller custom-designed the built-in bunks, which 
were fabricated by Envision Millwork and ITC Millwork. “The 
homeowners have two teenagers, and we envisioned this 
room being a favorite spot for sleepovers and late-night 
chatter,” she says. The color palette was inspired by the 
vintage Pendleton wool pillows. The Roman shade and 
Euro sham fabrics are by Pollack Weitzner. 

BOTTOM: This light, bright space is decorated with just 
enough pattern to make the wife’s heart sing. The window 
nook was designed for the homeowners’ teenage daughter 
to pull out her sewing machine. The cabinetry is by Walker 
Woodworking and the counters are from Tile Collection.


